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J will tell the House of PE that to . the day e 
my death I will fight the Cause we the People in the 
House of Commons, when they do not give attention to the 
“Interests of the People.”’—Report of Mr. WHirBRmAD’s © 
Speech in Consert’s Political Register, Vol. AVI, | 
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[ll have my Bonn. 


I’ve sworn an oath, that I will have my Bonp. 


Speak not against my Bonn: 


Thou call’dst me dog before thou hadst a cause; 
But since I ama dog, beware my fangs. 
SHAKSPEARE. 
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Medteation. 


tO 


Sir Francis Burdett, Bart. 


Representative in Parliament for the City of Westminster 3 


NOW 


A PRISONER IN THE TOWER OF LONDON, 
WHO, 


UNITING WITH UNSHAKEN INTEGRITY A JUST SENSE 
OF THE DUTY WHICH HE OWES TO 
HIS CONSTITUENTS AND THE FUNDAMENTAL LAWS 


OF THE LAND, 


DARES BE HONEST IN THE WORST OF TIMES, 


THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE RESPECTFULLY 
INSCRIBED, 


BY HIS ARDENT ADMIRER, 


THe AuTHOR. 


May 10th, 1810. 
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PREFACE. 


Av a period so replete with ominous 
occurrences as the present, it is conceived 
that the following lines may not be deemed 
wholly uninteresting to the Public, nor tend 
to diminish that Amor Patrie which should 
be the boast of every free-born Englishman. 

It must be confessed that the flights of a 
Poet too frequently consist of sound with- 
out argument. In the present instance, 
however, such irrefragable, constitutional 
and legal authorities are introduced, by way 
of annotation, that it is hoped the versifier 
will not be classed among those who delight 
in raising visionary structures, only to agi- 
tate the public mind; on the contrary, itis 
the writer’s steady aim to inveigh against 
some of those flagrant proceedings which 
have been recently adopted by persons de- 
manding to be considered the Represen- 


tatives of the People, and yet violating that 
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compact to the performance of which they 
pledged themselves at their election, and 
shewing by their conduct the necessity fora 
PaRLIAMENTARY Rerorm, as the only ra- 
dical step that can be taken to correct the 
enormous abuses of which the people so 
justly complain. 

In speaking of poetical ability, the author 
begs leave to express his extreme diffidence, 
being fully sensible of the weakness of his 
claim to the approbation of the muse. His 
lines flowed spontaneous, they were the pure 
dictates of his feelings, and, as such, are 
offered to the British Nation. 

Should this pamphlet afford a small por- 
tion of pleasure to the general reader, or con- 
vey any authority of a novel kind to the 
legal character, the author’s wish will be 

fully gratined, whose first and only object 
has been, to shew that 


Libertas est potestas faceundi id quod Jurx liceat. 


CICERO, 


‘True Liserty—from this plain source we draw, 
Man should be judg’d by nornine but Tue Law. 
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“No FREEMAN shall be taken, or IMPRISONED, or be disseised 
“‘ of his Freehold, or Liberties, or free Customs, or be outlawed, or 
“ exiled, or any otherwise destroyed; nor will we puss upon him nor con- 
* demn him, but by lawful judgment of his peers, or by the Law of the 
“ Tand. We will sell to no man, we will not deny, nor defer, to any 
«* man, neither justice nor right."-- MAGNA CHARTA, Cap. XXIX, 


EE 


INSPIRE me, Freedom! to assert thy plea, 

And crush the foes of Albion’s liberty ; 

Teach me in numbers to rehearse thy creed, 

And hail anew the fame of RUNNY MrEap*, 

When glorious MAGNA CHARTA curb’d the 
Throne, 

And gave the people rights—RIGHTS stimu 
THEIR OWN-— 


* Runny Meap, near Egham, in Surry, is celebrated 
as the spot where King John, in 1215, was compelled to 
sion Magna Charta, and the Charta de Foresta. It is true, 
that here his consent was extorted; but these charters were 
actually signed, it is said, in Charter-Island, 
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Taught BRrITaIn’s race, that arm’d in Virtue’s 
cause, 

BRITONS can best support their sterling laws, 

Wrench from tyrannic gra Bi the Despot’s steel, 

And rule with steady hand t 


iT oP 


1e public weal. 


Hail! blest PALLapium, oe CHARTER, 


May no encroachments o’er thy claims prevail. 
That sacred bond by Freemen mp8) 
Stamp’d with the seal of their Forefathers’ blood; 
That signet still impress’d on ev’ry soul, 

To burst the barrier of usurp’d controul, 

he base strides that would assail its pow’r, 
And hurl Jnjustice from her air-built tow’r— 
enthron’d in all the pomp of state, 
AAs proud, as base, as impudent, as great ; 
Though back’d by minions to support her cause, 
And rear Oppression to subvert the Laws, 

Rite in despight of sway, the CHARTER reigns: 
ital glow pervades each Briton’s veins, — 
As from the trance arous’d, with anger fraught, 
He claims THOSE RIGHTS his PATRIOT FATHERS 

bought, 
Demands that Justice MAGNA CHARTA gave, 
FREEDOM-—nis BIRTH-RIGHT, and Op: 
PRESSION’S GRAVE, 
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Mark yonder pile, whose turrets still proclaim 
The period of a Conq’ring Norman’s fame, 
Whose ruthless hand usurp’d o’er Britain sway, 
His LAW, theSWORD—His FIAT, to OBEY; 
Whose heart relentless brook’d no soft controul, 
Who rul’d frue CONQU’ROR with a DEsPoT’s 

soul: 
Fear then usurp’d o’er Love her chilling spell, 
Resounding terror from the CURFEW’S KNELL. 
Each flinty battlement—each massive wall— 
Stands bloodsstain’d record frowning to appal. 
Here butcher’d Innocence * with piteous moan 
Augments the bleeding Patriots’ + hollow groan; 
Here mangled Beauty {, like the blasted rose, : 
Shrieks from Death’s mansion, nor enjoys repose ; 
Here Age § displays her silv’ry locks in vain, 
And Scotia’s Nobles || feel the deadly pain; 


* Edward Prince of Wales, and Richard Duke of York, 
the infant sons of Edward the Fourth. 


+ Algernon Sidney, beheaded on Tower-Hill; and the 
great Lord Russell, confined there previous to his decapi- 
tation in Lincoln’s Inn-Fields. 


* Lady Jane Gray, 
§ The Countess of Salisbury. 


(| Lords Kilmarnock, Balmarino, Lovat, and Derwentwater. 
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Princes with Peers * now mingle life’s warm flood ; 

The Lawyer +—Statesman t, too, unite their 
blood; 

In vain the Martial Spirit § boasts its scars, 

Reap’d in support of England’s gallant wars ; 

In vain the Seaman ||, old in Neptune’s broils, 

By vast discov’ries shews his useful toils; 

Nor these—nor pious Meekness J, ’scape one 
doom: 

Lhe BLOCK records thy walls, bright VIRTUE’s 
TOMB. 


Such are thy blood-stain’d annals, gloomy pile! 
Such acts, O TOW’R! thy murd’rous page defile. 


Thou stand’st a low’ring signal of dismay, 


To fright the Son of Freedom from his way, 


* Henry VI.—Queen Catherine Howard—Henry Howard, 
Earl of Surrey—Duke of Somerset, uncle to Edward VI. 
—Duke of Monmouth, &c. 


+ Sir Thomas More, 
+ Cromwell, Earl of Essex. 
§ Devereux, Earl of Essex—and Lord Strafford. 
| Sir Walter Raleigh. 


*{ Fisher, Bishop of Rochester. 
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Chill the warm current in each Briton’s veins, 


And fetter Freedom on her natiye plains. 


This Norman Despot mingled with the dust, 
The struggling People soon regain’d their trust, 
Through reigns successive jealous watch’d their 

own, 


Nor suffer’d lawless inroads of the Throne. 


"Twas thine, misguided Prince! at length to 
prove 
That Kings by JUSTICE ONLY merit Love. 
Encroaching JOHN, in regal pow’r array’d, 
With Tyrant Sceptre sought to be obey’d, 
Refus’d to ratify each CHARTER’D RIGHT, 


leagu’d with lawless 


And lacking JUSTICE 
MIGHT. 

But ah! how vain appear’d the Despot’s will, 

Oppos’d to subjects warm’d by Freedom’s Thrill! 

The cry was universal—ey’ry breath 

With shouts demanded LIBERTY or DEATH. 

Barons with People leagu’d in one bright cause 

In proud defence of their insulted Laws, 

Left brow-bound Majesty to strive alone, 


And prop with empty state his falling THRONE. 
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unworthy of so great a King, Edward (the First) was obliged 


The people’s triumph CHARTER-ISLAND* seal’d— 


Their wants were granted—and their wounds 
were heal’d: 
The bond untainted thus they handed down, 


To shield our FREEDOM and to check the Crown, 


Kings in succession held the scepter’d sway, 
Taught by experience“ MONARCHS MUST OBEY.” 
For tho’ some tow’ring souls, with despot aim, 
Urg’d high PREROGATIVES to back their claim, 
The People, vigilant, still kept their stand, 


And hurl’d Oppression from this favour’d land. 


The martial spirit of YORK’s blood renown’d; 
The proud LANCASTRIAN race, by valour crown’d; 
Tyrannic Tupor’s sly, designing stock, 

And luckless STUART, doom’d to share the block : 
Each own’d alike the People’s lawful claim, 


And bow’d + at Magna Charta’s sov’reign name. 


* An island in the River Thames, situated between Runny 
Mead and Ankerwyke-House, in which Magna Charta and 
the Charter de Foresta were actually signed, John having 
only agreed to ratify them in Runny Mead. This island is 
in the parish of Wraysbury, Bucks. 


+ ‘* In spite of his reluctance, and after many evasions, 
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Thrice welcome, LIBERTY, sweet Heav’n- 
born maid! 
Long may a radiance gild Britannia’s ¢ clade; 
Long may thy genial soul-enliv’ning smile 
Protect the sia 2 of thy CHOSEN ISLE; 
Or, if oppress’d, .invie gorate each mind 
To vindicate the cause of human kind, 
Plant in the soul Truth’s all-resistless word, 
And arm each hand with Judement’s awful sword, 
As erst when Britons, with i dignant ire, 
shook to the base ee at ric dire, 


With glowing ardour drove the Despot hence, 


a He G4 : i AL NAT CTR Tax) 
And fram’d a code the boast of COMMON SENSE, 
Dp watt Sete | H TT ; = 
PALLADIUM bright the REVOLUTION gave 
aR 


40 snatch us from the BONDAGE of the Slave. 
"Twas then each Briton bold his wron gs express’d, 


"Twas then those wron esthe Parliament redress’d 


-- 


to confirm the Greater Charter: he even confirmed it eleven 
times in the course of his reion. It was moreover enacted, 
that whatever should be done contrary to it, should be null 
and void; that it should be read twice a year in all Cathe- 
drals; and that the penalty of excommunication should be 
aa: against any one who should presume to violate 

-’—De Lolme on the Constitution of England, p. 34.— 
€ rojrfirint ationes Chai ‘tarum, cap. 2, 3, 4, 
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True Halcyon days, when Liberty reign’d pure, 

And ev’ry subject felt his HOME secure. 

At length that canker-worm, CORRUPTION 
BASE, 

Infus’d her poison to pollute the race. 

The PUBLIC GOOD for PRIVATE ENDS was spurn’d, 

And venal rogues the perjur’d stipend earn’d. 

Dead to all shame, the SUBJECTS’ RIGHTS were 


And sterling Honour barter’d for base Gold. 
In vain the people their complaints preferr’d, 


Vain were Petitions 


wrongs were never heard. 

Despotic sway the COMMONS HOUSE 
assum ’d, 

And CANTIA’s * Sons to dungeons base were 


doom’d, 


# Remarkable instance of the Spirit of the People of England 
at the beginning of the 18th Century. 


It was in the midst of those clamours that echoed through 
the kingdom in 1701, and the universal dissatisfaction of the 
people at the proceedings of the House of Commons, &c. that 
the Gentlemen of Kent petitioned, in a yery humble manner, 
to “ have regard to the voice of the people, and provide effec- 
tually for their religion and safety,” &c, \It was signed by all 
the Deputy Lieutenants then present, above twenty Justices 
of the Peace, all the Grand Jury, and other Freeholders then 
present. This petition was offered to the House on the 8th of 
May 1701 ; the Gentlemen who delivered it and owned it at 
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Still Britons spoke—the awful thunder’s roar 


Made these despoilers Britons’ Rights restore, 


the bar of the House were Mr. Wirtiam Co.terersr, Mr. 
Tuomas Corepsrer, Mr, Davip Potyizty, Mr. Justinian 
Cuampneys, and Mr. Wittiam Hamitron; for so we find 
all their names written in the notes, without the addition of 
Esq. though four of them were Justices of the Peace, and two 
Deputy Lieutenants of the county. Concerning the Petition, 
the House came to this resolution, “ that it was scandalous, 
insolent, and seditious,” &c. The five Gentlemen they ordered 
to be taken into the custody of the Serjeant at Arms, The 
treatment they had from him was very singular, and shewed 
that they were under the displeasure of the House; for when 
he accidentally saw two of them talk together, he drew his 
sword upon his Deputy for permitting it; and when, upon 
one of the Gentlemen's demanding a copy of their commit- 
ment, which they reckoned they had a title to by virtue of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, and he refusing it, the Gentleman said, 
“he hoped the Law would do him justice’—his reply was, 
that—‘** he cared not for the Law.” However, this speech 
was of a piece with the declaration he had made the Gentle- 
men before, ‘‘ That he had an unbounded liberty of using 
‘* them at discretion; that he could confine them at pleasure, 
‘© put them into dungeons, lay them under ground,”’&c, 

And, indeed, by the miseries and nastiness of their con- 
finement, one would imagine that the power of the Inguisition 
was at this time subsisting in the nominally free country of 
England, The people however being warned, .and -taking 
warning, there came a Memorial enclosed in the folowing bil- 
let, directed to Ropert Harziey, Speaker to the House of 
Commons. — 

‘* Mr, Speaker,—This Memorial you are charged with 
in behalf of many thousands of the good People of England, 

«* There is neither Popish, Jacobite, seditious, court, nor 
** party interest concerned init, but Honesty and Truth, 
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Compell’d them trembling to obey the nod, 


And kiss with awe Punition’s vengeful rod. 


é¢ 


* You are commanded by two hundred thousand English- 


men, to deliver it to the House of Commons, and to inform 


them, that it is no Lanter, buta serious truth; and a serious 
regard to it is expected; nothing but Justice and their Duty 
is required, and is required by them who have loth a right 
to enquire, and power to compel, vize THE PEOPLE OF 
ENGLAND. 

* We could have come to the House strong enough to 
oblige them to hear us, but we have avoided any tumults, 
not desiring to emdroil, but to save our Country. 

“If you refuse to communicate it to them, you will find 
cause in a short time to repent it.” 

This was not delivered by a woman, as was said, but by the 


very person who wrote it, guarded by about sixteen Gentle- 
men of rank; who, if any notice had been taken of him, 
were ready to carry him off. 


The Memorial, among other things, contained a claim of 


right under seven heads, the three first of which are as follows. 


ee 


€é 


** We do hereby claim and declare, Ist. That it is the wn- 
doubted right of the People of England, in case their Re« 
presentatives in Parliament do not proceed according to their 
duty and the people's interest, to inform them of. their dis- 
like, disown their actions, and to direct them to such things 


‘ as they think fit, either by petition, address, proposal, mes 


morial, or any other peaceable way. 

“2d, That the House of Commons separately, and other- 
wise than by a bill legally passed into act, have no legal 
power to suspend or dispense with the Laws of the Land, 
any more than the King has by his prerogative. 

“* 3d. That the House of Commons has no legal power to 
imprison any person, or commit them to the custody of 


** Serjeants.or otherwise (their own Members excepted) but 
p 


“ought to address the King to cause any person ‘on good 
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FREEDOM! now let me greet in lustrous dress, 


’Ray’d in the LIBERTY of ENGLAND’s PREss, 


Epoch renown’d, when WILKES*, for Britain’s 


good, 
Reviv’d those laws so little understood ; 


 srounds to be apprehended, which person so apprehended, 
‘* ought to have the benefit of the HZabeas Corpus Act, and to 
*¢ be brought to trial in due course of law.” 

After other claims, it concludes, 

«Thus, Gentlemen, you have your duty laid before you, 
«« which it is hoped you will think of; but if you continue to 
« neglect it, you may expect to be treated according to the re- 
«© sentments of an injured Nation. Englishmen are no more 
“© to be Slaves to Parliamenis than to Kings—our name is 
‘¢ Lgscion, and we are many.” 

Such was the spirit of thosé who may be called our immes 
diate ancestors! andit stands recorded in our History, that the 
House of Commons began to alter its measures. 


* Tt cannot but be in the recollection of all my readers that 
this Gentleman was more than once expelled from the House, 
which felt afraid of his talents, and jealous of his political yir- 
tues. How far their conduct was justified by Law, will appear 
from the following abstracts of statutes passed in different 
reigns. } 

« The ejecting a Member after he has once taken his seat is 
«« contrary to law 3 for the Commons have no power to remove 
« a Member out of the House who is unduly returned, mucle 
< Jess one who is duly retarned.” II Henry IV. cap. 1. 

«© The law in case of undue returns is, that the Sheriff shall 
« forfeit £200.—one hundred to the Kine and another to the 
«* party duly elected; he shall further suffer one year’s ims 
«* prisonment without bail or mainprize; while the person uns 
*¢ duly returned shall continue a Member, serving at his owa 
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Who dar’d (his darling object to support) 


A furious Ministry and potent Court, 
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And, back’d by Justice, gain’d his fay’rite end, 
Triumphant standing forth the People’s Friend. 


As when base dross the metal pure conceals, 
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‘Nor worth nor lustre then the mass reveals, 
Ev’n so the champion, long in durance pent, 
},.vclaim’d no fervour of his soul’s intent, 

Till, by the legal crucible refin’d, 

The sterling ore appear’d that stamp’d his mind. 
Alone he quell’d the monster’s hydra form, 
And rose transcendant from the raging storm— 
On I’REEDOM’s cliff look’d down with placid mien, 
And gazing smil’d on the tempestuous scene— 
Dispers’d the host with Truth’s all dazzling ray, 
Those locusts that on Britain’s birth-rights prey— 
Restor’d the FREEDOM OF THE PRESS again, 


And with it Liberty’s primeeval reign *. 


* expence, without being entitled to any allowance from his 
“€ cotistituents, or benefiting at the end of the Parliament, 
‘by the writ De solutione feudorum Militum, Civium, and 
* Bur 


‘« by a Committee of the House of Commons, as has been the 


‘gensium Parliament; and the return is to be tried—not 
‘© case in modern times— Cut ly the Justices of Assixe in the 
‘© proper County, or by actiogi of debt in any Court of Record.” 
31 Henry IV. c. 1.—1 Henry V. c. 1.—8 Henry VI. c. 7.— 
23 Henry VI. c. 15.—3 Edward I1V.—20 Edward IV. 41. 


* The author would conceive himself highly criminal were 
he to close the topic of the Press without paying the just tri+ 
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Now mark the sad reverse. E’er yet our Sun 
Hath fifty years his course revolving run, 
While Fancy still presents to mental sight 
This glorious conquest o’er unlawful MIGHT, 
Anew we find a FREE-BORN man oppress’d *—— 


A Briton’s suffrings wrine Britannia’s breast 
oO © 2d 


bute of praise to my Lord Irxsxine, whose steady support of 
that great Constitutional Privilege has engrafted him in the 
hearts of his countrymen. Neither should the recent expres- 
sions of this legal character be forgotten, when he exclaimed 
inthe upper House, ‘I would rather die, my Lerds! than 
“submit to any dominton but that of the Law. I know 
** the Law upon this subject, my Lords, as well as any of your 
** Lordships: it is impossible I should not; and it would be 
‘* criminal to surrender or even to withold my opinion.” And 
in conclusion of the speech he declared, ‘* It was to serve that 
** pre-eminence that he made these observations, because he 
“« knew that nothing could ever secure contentment and hap- 
** piness in this country but the protection and dominion of the 


Law," 


* The House of Commons cannot by law commit any man 
to prison (who is not of the said House) for treason, murder, 
or felony, or any thing but the disturbance of the public peace, 
by the Privilege of the whole body. 

But that the House of Commons have committed any man 
for treason, murder, or felony, or for any other offence that 
had no relation to a Member of the House of Commons, as it 
is against law and reason, so no instance can be given prior to 
the period of Charles the First. 

All questions and trials where witnesses are examined, 
the examination is upon oath by the law, by all our books, 
statutes, every day’s practice. Examination without an oath 
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He pines, though claiming Habeas Corpus’ * aid, 
Nor THAT, nor MAGNA CHARTA Is obeyd. 


claiming power to give an oath, has no power to examine any 
man. 19 Henry VI. 43.—22 Edward IV. 22,—5 Henry 
IV. cap. 3.—3 Henry VI, 40. 

They have no power by the writ which the Krne issueth 
to elect and return Members of that House so to do. For the 
writ for them is only ad faciendum, et consenteindum, to 
those things whereof His Majesty shall consult and treat with 
his Prelates and Nobles, ef de communi consilio Regni shall be 
there ordained, as appears by the writ. Here is no separate 
power given over the Krne’s people to them, but ad faciendum 
ef consentiendum, and in all times this has been expounded, 
and restrained to that which concerned their own Memlers in 
relation to the public service, as he is a Member of the corpo- 
rate body of the Parliament, whereof the Kine is the Head.— 
4 Pars instit. 23, 24, 25. 

The safety of the constitution of this country depends en- 
tirely upon the due observance of all our ancient franchises, 
customs, and laws, and it does not require any very great de- 
gree of sagacity to anticipate the fatal consequence which must 
inevitably result from not merely the neglect, but the open 
violation of these franchises which it has been our lot to witness. 

Serving of a process upon a Lord of Parliament is punish- 
able in the House of Lords.—Bogo de Clare. 10 Edward III. 
4 Pars institute. fol. 2. 

While the case of John Thornsby shews thaf the severity 
of a process upon a Member of the House of Commons must be 
enquired into in the Court of Chancery, which in the case al- 
luded to convicted and punished the offenders.—Clerk of the 
Parliament. 10 Edward III. 

Hence it is evident that violations of the Privileges of Com- 
mons cannot become the subject of enquiry before the House, 
but must be punished elsewhere than in Parliament. 


* No man shall be imprisoned by the Kine or his Councrt, 
unless it Le by Indictment, presentment of his good and lawful 


Che Cower. 15 


The boasted Commons’ House * forgets its vow, 
Each FREEMAN’s GUARDIAN proves his JATLOR 


nOwW. 


Neighbours where such deeds be done, in due manner or by 
process made by writ original at the common law. This statute 
rehearses Magna Charta, p.29, and expounds Lex terre, the 
Law of the landthen mentioned: This law bids ald men and the 
House of Commons, (for they say they are of the King’sCoun- 
cil) in all points, but only against the disturbers of the service 
of the Parliament; consequently the imprisonment of persons 
who neither are themselves Members of the House, nor dis- 
turbers of such as are, is in direct violation of the Law of the 
land, and the Franchise of the Free-men of this Realm. 25 
Edward III, c. 1.—Petition of Right, 3 Car. I. 


* No Court can fine and imprison, but a Court of Re- 
cord, The House of Commons is no Court of Record, and 
therefore can neither fine nor imprison. The House of 
Lords, where the King is in his person, his Nobles and _ his 
Judges, and Council at Law, the Masters in Chancery as- 
sisting, is a Court of Record, and that is the Court of Par- 
liament where the colloquium et tractatus is. ‘The House 
of Commons may present grievances, grant or not grant 
aids, consent or not consent to new laws; but for fining or 
limprisoning any persons save their own Members, or those 
guilty of disturbing the service of Parliament, was unheard 
of till about the melancholy period of the civil disturbances 
which toox place in the reign of Charles I. 8 Pars, Cooke, 
120.—27 Hen. VI. 8. 

Previous to the reign of Edward VI. the House of Com- 
mons had no Journals.—6 Henry VIII. cap. 15, does not 
prove the House of Commons to be a Court of Record : it 
only directs an entry to be made in the Books kept by the 
Clerk of the Parliament, in case any Member should go into 


the country, The only entries kept previous to the reign of 
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One spirit, proud in serving Britain’s cause, 
Dares speak the truth, and prop her sinking laws; 
Arm’d with integrity, he stands secure ; 

With soul untainted, patriotism pure, 

He pleads a Nation’s cause, but pleads in vain, 
Loo weak to stem the Ministerial Reign. 
Censure on censure all his acts pursue ; 

No persecutions can his faith subdue ; 
Condemn’d he quits his unpolluted seat— 


No stretch of pow’r * his firmness can defeat. 


Edward VI. amounted merely to memoranda, as 12 Henry 
IV ...28. 


* Selden’s Table-Talk.—Parliament, sec. 6. ‘The Pare 
Jiament men are as great princes as any in the world, when 
whatsoever they please is privilege of Parliament; no man 
must know the number of their privileges, and whatsoever 
they dislike, is breach of privilege. The Duke of Venice 
1s no more than the Speaker of the House of Commons, but 
the Senate of Venice are not so muchas our Parliament men, 
nor have they that power over the people, who yet exercise 
the greatest tyranny that is any where. In plain truth, 
breach of privilege is only the actual taking away of a Mem- 
ber of the House; the rest are offences against the House-— 
for example, to take out process against a Parliament-man, 
or the like.” 

Sec. 7. ‘ The Parliament-party, if the law be for them, 
they call for the law; ifit be against them, they will go to 
a parliamentary way; if no law be for them, then for law 
ayain-—like him that first called for sack to heat him, then 
small drink to cool his sack, then sack again to heat his 


ej 


Staunch to the last, he to his MANSION flies, 
And, there immur’d, each hostile act ee 
Futile’s the plea—a Briton finds no more 
His person shielded by his CASTLE’s door: 
The barrier yields to sacrilegious sway, 
Arm’d LEGIONS * bear the People’s Friend aw 


Seiden’s Life.—< The King hay ing asserted in a speech to 
his uncomplying Parliament of 1621, that all their privi< 
leges, for which they so much contended, were originally 
but so many grants from the pies and, consequently, 
might be resumed at pleasure,—the Lords, justly alarmed, 
consulted Mr. Selden, whose opinion being very contrary to 
that of James, he was committed prisoner to the care of the 
Sheriff of London.” 

In the reign of James I. the illustrious Selden was one of 


the most active of those Members who fo: reihly 
1a 
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sitting. For this he was committed 
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tinguished legal as well as parliamentary character was again 
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returned for Lancaster, and acted with the same party, and 
d adopted at the com- 
ay a kes Sls de Se 
mencement of his public life. The famous peiition of right, 


that great boundary to the regal prerogative, was very much 
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owing to his ability and zeal. 
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men era mock the nation by calling set selves “the Re.~ 
presentatives of the People,” it is impossible to avoid ex- 


ares our astonishment at their conduct, and enquiring 
into the real nature and foundation of that authority, wheres 
by our boasted Constitution has been so lagrantly violated. 
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Transpo the Patriot from that Council drear, 
The grave of FREEDOM and BriTANNIA’s bier— 


« Bripertes, Exrortions, Monopolies, ought to be 
enquired after by the House of Commons, and complained 
of to the Kine and Lords— What have they done ?——" 
Vide Judge Jenkins’s Tract, 1647. 

Sec. 8. ‘* The Parliament of England has no arbitrary 
power in point of judicature, but in point of making Law 
only.” —Selden. 

<¢ With respect to the liberty assumed by the Members of 
our modern House of Commons, of refusing to acquiesce 
in the wishes and support the petitions of their constituents, 
I beg leave to remind my readers that by the established 
Jaws of the land, Members of Parliament are merely the 
paid servants of the nation, having a right te demand not 
only the amount of their expences upon the road, but also 
the following regular daily allowances, viz. 

A Knight fora Shire had 4s. per diem for his expences 
seniendo ad parliamentum, ibidem morando, et exinde re- 
deundo.—A4 Inst. 46. 

A Citizen and Burgess, 2s. per diem.—Zbid. 

If nothing is done, but by the death of the King the Par- 
liament is dissolved, Quere, whether wages are due ?-—Ibid.” 
——Girdon on Parliaments, vol. u. 362. 

Formerly, Burgesses ‘were elected to serve in Parlia- 
ment, not from among the Country Gentlemen, and Servants 

fthe Crown, but from among the resident Freemen of the 
several Boroughs. In the ist of Henry V. a law was passed at 
the petition of the Commons, requiring that the Members 
returned to serve in Parliament should be resident in and 
free of the respective Boroughs which they represented. 
The Sheriffs frequentiy omitted in their returns, inconsider- 
ablé Boroughs which either did not contain such resident 
Freemen as were qualified to sit in Parliament, or were un- 
able to defray the expences of their representatives; yet 


The Colwer. 


Consign his person to the Tow’r’s dark cell, 
Where winds alone respond the pris’ner’s knell, 


The plea of sufl’ring innocence, that cries 


a 


And claims those rights despotic powr denies 
met ‘adeg the Champion’s from a Nation tora, 
The fate of shackled Liberty to mourn— 
Though flinty walls now circumscribe his course; 
And locks and bars defy all human force, 


His glowing fancy wings a boundless flight, 

co) 
From tite soaring to the realms of hght— 
Those regions, far beyond illegal sway, 


Where Freedom darts her never-fading ray, 


neither the King, Lords, nor Commons, ever blamed the 
Sheriffs for these ontissions.—Brady’s Burg. 54, 59. 

The poverty of the numerous Boroughs in the West of 
vented many of them from sending Members 


Engiand, pre 
evived in the reigns of Edward 


ag Parliament till they were r 
_and Elizabeth. Some Boroughs procured the Royal 
+ them from service 1n Parliament. An 


ae ter to exempt 
1 occurred in the 42d year of the reign of 


instance of this kine 
Edward Til. when the Corporation of Torrington in Devon- 
1 obtained an exemption from that Mo- 
narch, notwithstanding their having made thirty returns of 
Burgesses to serve ‘n Parliament in his and the reigns of the 


two Edwards who preceded him.—W illis, vol. 11. 243. 
re tt protection to the persons of Members of 


shire petitioned, ant 


The priviles 
Parliament is of bigh antiquity: so early as the Saxon Go- 


vernment, security was a ided to all the Members of the 


Wittenagemot (or cou neil of Wise Men,) both going to, and. 


returning from their meetings, ** except they were thieves 


and robbers.” 
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Gilds the wide expanse with a dazzling beam, 
And realizes all the Patriot’s dream ; 

Whose soul entranc’d and eager to pursue 
The cloudless prospect that appears in view, 
Struggling awakes from dear delusion’s pow’r, 


And finds his dream of Liberty—the TOW’R. 


All hail, thou Child of Virtue!—hail, Bur- 
DRE 

In thee may Freedom’s brilliant Sun ne’er set ; 
Still steady to the cause thou hast in view, 
Firm be thy conduct, as thy soul is true; 
Nor think thou toil’st alone for England’s good; 
A kindred ardour warms each Briton’s blood, 
Who, spurning pension and despising place, 
Deems simple honesty the brightest grace, 
In thee the People’s beacon I behold: 


Thy favours never yet were bought nor sold. 


* The family of Sir Francis Burdett is descended from Hugo 
de Burdett, who with William the Conqueror came into this 
country, and has always been of the equestrian rank, It has in. 
variably enjoyed the reputation of patriotism and love of liberty. 
One indeed of the family (Thomas Burdett) was executed for 
what is called high treason, in 1477, for « wishing the horns 
** of a favourite white buck, which was killed by Edward IV. 
“in his park, in the belly of the person who killed it.” The 


cruelty of such a sentence was acknowledged eyen in that 
age. 
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BRITAIN, transcendant, shall her foes defy : 
A 
‘ield the proud palm, and, hurl’d to endless 


Record BURDETT the motto of her doom— 
In ceaseless anguish imprecate the blow 
Levell’d to lay our boasted FREEDOM low ; 

= 


WV hile Attninits sons triumphant, once more fr 


<a 


Hail the return of Heay’n-born LIBERTY, 


That stamps each Briton’s HOUSE his CastTir 


hile “ Habeas Corpus” guards his form 
secure. 

So future ages FREEDOM shall proclaim, 

And join bright LIBERTY with BURDETT’s 


hame. 
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